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Knowledge Brokering and Mobilisation: 
Models and Frameworks
David Budtz Pedersen, Professor and Research 
Leader at Humanomics Research Centre,  
University of Aalborg in Copenhagen,  
davidp@ikp.aau.dk
Ulrik Gensby, Senior Researcher at Team Working 
Life and adjunct researcher at Institute for Work 
& Health, Toronto, Canada.

This article presents models and methods for 
the exchange, translation and dissemination 
of research-based knowledge in practice and 
policy. The article introduces a number of key 
concepts useful for stimulating knowledge mo-
bilisation among universities and research foun-
dations, and offers a number of suggestions on 
how knowledge exchange can be structured and 
organised. The article focuses on four selected 
models that describe how researchers, practition-
ers and policy-makers can come together and ad-
dress common issues of concern. In addition to a 
number of examples of existing models and con-
cepts, the article provides an assessment of the 
need for strategy and competence development 
in this area, including a better framework for the 
development, implementation and analysis of 
knowledge exchange between researchers, prac-
titioners and policy actors in the future.

Where are the insights? On the value of 
solving problems through research and 
collaboration
Bjarke Oxlund, Head of Department, professor 
MSO, Department of Anthropology, University  
of Copenhagen and Copenhagen Change  
Academy, Crown Princess Mary Center,  
bjarke.oxlund@anthro.ku.dk

Brigitte Dragsted, Post.doc., Copenhagen  
Change Academy, Crown Princess Mary Center,  
brigittedr@samf.ku.dk

In February 2022, the University of Copenhagen 
launched the Crown Princess Mary Center with 
the vision of generating solutions to societal chal-
lenges by insisting on close and early dialogue 
and co-operation between researchers from 
the humanities and social sciences and relevant 
practitioners. The establishment of the center 
constitutes a step away from a linear understand-
ing, according to which academic research is 
developed in a detached university setting and 
only subsequently applied in society, towards a 
practice of co-creation (Verschuere et al., 2012), 
where researchers and practitioners develop new 
knowledge in partnership. This article draws up 
the main themes with which the Center will work 
in the following years, organized under the newly 
founded Copenhagen Change Academy. Follow-
ing an often-used Danish phrase, the Center is 
on the lookout for »grains of gold,« understood 
as those special insights that make a difference 
in practice. For such grains of gold to arise, it is 
necessary to cultivate a modality of co-operation 
between researchers and practitioners character-
ized by equality.

Community as a driving force for the 
green transition
Simon Lex, Tenure Track Assistant Professor,  
Department of Anthropology, University of  
Copenhagen, simon.lex@anthro.ku.dk 
Quentin Gausset, Associate Professor, Department 
of Anthropology, University of Copenhagen,  
quentin.gausset@anthro.ku.dk
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Policy makers in Denmark emphasize mis-
sion-driven partnerships as a method to realize 
the Climate Act´s target of reducing CO2 emis-
sions by 70 pct. by 2030. The missions are based 
on cross-cutting collaboration between actors 
from industry, universities, civil society, and 
public institutions. Yet, regardless of these polit-
ical ambitions, the partners experience difficul-
ties in collaborating across divergent interests, 
procedures and understandings. The question is: 
how can involved actors succeed in organizing a 
meaningful and valuable cooperation? This arti-
cle presents three types of communities in which 
organizations find ways of collaborating across 
interests and disciplines to accelerate the green 
transition. We focus on close-knit communities 
such as ecovillages and food cooperatives, loose-
ly-knit communities such as associations against 
food waste, and a cross-cutting collaboration be-
tween researchers and practitioners. The article 
shows examples of how these communities bring 
together divergent approaches, understandings 
and interests, and thereby function as a driving 
force for the green transition.

The Return of geopolitics and security 
expertise in Denmark
Anine Hagemann, PhD, Ministry of Foreig  
Affairs, and affiliated with Center for Resolution 
of International Conflicts (CRIC), Department  
of Political Science, University of Copenhagen,  
ambh@ifs.ku.dk

Which forms of security expertise are crucial for 
a country like Denmark in times of geopoliti-
cal turmoil? The article answers this question in 
three steps. First, it discusses the international 
Return of geopolitics. Second, it presents a ty-
pology of security policy expertise categorized 
according to different questions at their core, in-
cluding military expertise, social science exper-
tise, peace and conflict studies, languages and 
area studies. Third, it discusses Danish foreign 
and security policy in this context, including 
avoiding a relapse into strong bipolarity. How 
does a small, open economy like Denmark, with 

a strong dependence upon international alli-
ances and multilateralism best maintain or reca-
librate cooperation and rethink its investments 
in expertise for this new phase of global politics? 
The article argues for rethinking the ecosystem 
of security expertise and policy, including in-
creasing investments in language and area stud-
ies, peace and conflict studies as well as invest-
ing in cross-disciplinary and practice oriented 
security expertise. 

No need for experts – the Danish COVID 
response as a case study on the impact 
of scientific forms on public policy 
development
Erik Bækkeskov, Senior Lecturer, University of 
Melbourne, erik.baekkeskov@unimelb.edu.au

This article proposes a model of how science in-
fluences policy-making that turns on three ways 
to be scientific: using knowledge, methods, or ex-
perts. It reviews political science literatures that 
implicitly focus on these different shapes of sci-
ence. It argues for differences between the shapes 
in their scientific focus points, logics of policy 
decision-making, and opportunities for power 
among actors in and around government. The 
article illustrates the importance of the shape of 
science in policy-making with an example from 
Denmark’s COVID pandemic response gover-
nance during January to April 2020. 

Creating value through research and 
innovation partnerships – what does it 
take?
Annemarie Munk Riis, CEO, Innovation Fund 
Denmark, annemarie.riis@innofond.dk

Based on the experience with Innovation Fund 
Denmark's Grand Solutions programme for re-
search and innovation partnerships, a number 
of practical issues are set out for partners to con-
sider and have a plan for in order to ensure the 
partnership's value creation. The article looks at 
success factors in research and innovation part-
nerships in a "before-during-after" perspective. 
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The work of preparing, maturing and following 
up on partnership projects is at least as important 
for value creation as the work that takes place in 
the partnership itself. Some of the advice may 
seem intuitive, and perhaps even banal, but ex-
perience shows that the elements are often not 
processed in sufficient depth or at the right time 
in the partnership.

Paths to strengthened research 
cooperation with municipalities – while 
waiting for collaborative research-
practice partnerships
Tine Curtis, Head of Research Aalborg  
Municipality, Head of Centre for Prevention  
in Praxis, Local Government Denmark, Adjunct 
professor University of Aalborg and University  
of South Denmark, tcu@kl.dk

More research-based knowledge is needed to 
support the further development of municipal 
health services. Collaboration between research 
and practice is a prerequisite for the develop-
ment of research questions and research designs 
that can create knowledge potentially applicable 
to practice. Experiences from previous coopera-
tion show that researchers with limited knowl-
edge of municipal health services have difficulty 
assessing the practical relevance of their research 
and finding the right point-of-entry for their co-
operation with the municipality. Municipalities 
most often do not have the competencies for un-
derstanding the conditions for knowledge pro-
duction and will therefore, among other things, 
sometimes change their practice during the re-
search process and request results before the end 
of the process. The research-practice dialogue 
and cooperation can be strengthened with the 
establishment of local bridge-building functions 
and a national structure to support collaboration 
between partners.

The Velux Foundation,s HUMpraxis 
programme: Public value through 
research-practice collaborations
Henrik Tronier, Senior adviser, Head of  
Programme and responsible for research policy, 
The Velux Foundation, htr@veluxfoundations.dk

The Velux Foundation is a philanthropic founda-
tion that supports scientific, social, cultural and 
environmental purposes. In 2016, the Foundation 
launched the HUMpraxis programme. Here, uni-
versity researchers in the humanities and social 
sciences collaborate with social or environmental 
professionals on closely integrated research and 
practice development projects for sustainable so-
lutions to social and environmental societal chal-
lenges. The article describes the origins, aims and 
forms of collaboration of the programme, and its 
experiences, challenges and recommendations 
for research-practice collaboration.

Cooperation between universities and 
the private sector is a win win
Mads Eriksen Storm, Head of Education and 
Research, The Danish Chamber of Commerce, 
mer@danskerhverv.dk

Public funded research is crucial for the private 
sector in Denmark if we are to stay innovative 
and competitive. Research and new solutions are 
necessary to tackle global grand challenges such 
as climate change. International studies show 
that the return on 1 DKK invested in public re-
search is 1,2-1,5 DKK. Public research is essen-
tial and the reason to one of the biggest current 
successes in the Danish private sector – Life Sci-
ence. Unfortunately, many Danish universities 
are reluctant to enter corporation projects with 
extern partners. Often due to the funds not cov-
ering the whole research expense. In the Danish 
Chamber of Commerce, we suggest that it should 
be much more attractive for universities to enter 
cooperation with extern partners such as private 
businesses. We suggest a public math fund. Fund-
ing should be added to universities that increase 
their cooperation with the surrounding society. 
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Our goal is to increase the total amount spent on 
Danish research from 3 to 4 pct. of GDP by 2030.

Understanding Embassy Closings  
– a Danish-Argentine Case Study
Linnea Kristine Kansager, Stud.scient.pol.,  
Department of Political Science, University of 
Copenhagen, linnea-ka@hotmail.com
Anne Simone Didriksen Holck, Stud.scient.pol., 
Department of Political Science, University of 
Copenhagen, simoneholck@gmail.com
Kate Wu Drost, Stud.scient.pol., Department of 
Political Science, University of Copenhagen, 
kexindk@gmail.com

The announcement in 2021, that Denmark in-
tended to close its embassy in Argentina the 31st 
of july 2022, sparked confusion in both countries, 
especially due to the execution of a royal state 
visit in 2019. Based on 30 interviews and a docu-
ment analysis, we have found, that the decision 
to close the embassy is the result of a budgetary 
famine in the Danish foreign service, as well as a 
political and bureaucratic downprioritization of 
South America, where Argentina at the time was 
especially vulnerable, due to a downturn in their 
economy. A decisive factor, however, was the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, which worsened the Argen-
tinian economy and created uncertainty in the 
economic data, which the decision was based on. 
All in all, these factors created the perfect storm 
of conditions that led to the decision to close a 
representation in a country, where Denmark 
seemingly has sufficient economic and political 
interests to maintain an embassy.

OECD: Globalization under Pressure
Carsten Staur, Ambassador, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, carsta@um.dk

COVID-19, the Russian attack on Ukraine and 
the climate crisis have all increased political pres-

sure on the globalization, which has guided world 
economy over the past decades. At the same time, 
citizens are not ready to give up material advan-
tages, created by global supply chains. Rational 
analysis and evidence-based standard setting, 
on which OECD is built, are also under pressure 
from digital echo-chambers, tunnel vision and 
alternative facts. OECD stands in the eye of the 
hurricane and will need to develop a new balanc-
ing point in geopolitics, recognizing the systemic 
differences between the West and China/Russia, 
but maintaining that globalization still makes 
sense, not least for climate change. OECD will 
also need to reinforce the importance of societal 
coherence and increased equality.

The Financial Crisis – Causes and 
Consequences
Finn Østrup, Author, dr. merc.,  
finnoestrup@gmail.com

The Global Financial Crisis hit Denmark in 2008. 
Within a short span of time – from the fourth 
quarter of 2007 to the second quarter of 2009 
– Danish gross domestic product fell by no less 
than 7.1 percent, the largest decline since World 
War II. It is first at the end of 2014 that the Danish 
economy surpasses the 2007 level of GDP. Dur-
ing the crisis, Danish financial institutions suffer 
large losses notably on lending to fixed property, 
especially commercial property. A large number 
of banks run into problems and many collapse. 
The Danish government intervenes, notably in 
the form of a guarantee on all liabilities in banks 
and through the injection of preference capital 
into banks and mortgage lenders. The crisis has 
important repercussions not only in the form of 
lost production but also in several other areas. 
In particular, the crisis causes a shift in Danish 
economic thinking with a greater emphasis on fi-
nancial regulation and a renewed importance of 
discretionary fiscal policy.
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